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The second part of a selection of articles on the Editorial and Opinion pages, curated for International Women’s Day on March 8

Rights, justice, action for India’s women farmers
s

n March 8, 2026, women and girls
around the world will demand equal
rights, and equal justice to enforce,
exercise, and enjoy them, to mark
International Women’s Day. The theme aligns
closely with 2026 also being observed as the
International Year of the Woman Farmer.

Legal reforms, including equal inheritance
rights for daughters, have not translated into
matching gains on the ground. In most rural
households, land and property remain registered
in men’s names. Social norms, patrilineal
inheritance practices, limited legal awareness and
administrative hurdles keep women’s names off
land records. The woman who manages daily
farm operations and negotiates with input dealers
and labourers often does so without the legal
standing that a land title would confer.

‘Without titles or formal recognition as farmers,
women face systemic barriers to accessing
institutional credit, crop insurance, irrigation
schemes, agricultural extension services,
climate-resilient technologies and many flagship
programmes that hinge on documentation. When
eligibility is linked to assets they do not own,
exclusion is built into the design.

Given that women’s access to and control over
cultivable land remains abysmally low due to a
combination of social, legal and cultural factors,
their labour and contributions remain invisible
and undervalued. This disparity between the
substantial contributions by women to agri-food
systems and their lack of formal recognition as
“farmers” underscores a structural disconnect at
the core of their systemic exclusion.

Feminisation of agriculture without security
As migration by men accelerates, agriculture is
increasingly being “feminised”: women take on
greater responsibility for cultivation, risk
management and household food provisioning.
While, in theory, the expanded role of women in
agriculture could improve women'’s nutritional
outcomes, in practice, heavy agricultural
workloads, poor access to drudgery-reduction
technologies, and the absence of a supportive
care ecosystem place immense pressure on them
to balance both productive and reproductive
responsibilities.

Studies show that resource-poor women who
experience huge work burdens, especially during
peak agricultural seasons, experience severe
health issues and micronutrient deficiency. India
still carries an unacceptably high burden of
malnutrition among women and girls.
Persistently high anaemia rates among women of
reproductive age, combined with widespread
micronutrient deficiencies, amount to a silent
emergency.

These nutritional deficits in women have
intergenerational consequences. Maternal
undernutrition and anaemia contribute to low
birth weight, stunting and impaired development
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in children. Diets in many rural households
remain cereal-heavy and low in pulses, fruits,
vegetables and animal-source foods. The paradox
is stark: women who help feed the nation are
unable to secure a diverse, nutritious diet for
themselves and their children.

Over the last decade, India has put in place an
ambitious right-to-food framework, anchored in
the National Food Security Act. The law
guarantees subsidised cereals, supplementary
nutrition for pregnant and lactating women and
young children, and maternity entitlements.
Several States have added local foods, millets and
fortified staples to their diets. Yet, improvements
in women’s nutrition have been uneven, and
anaemia trends are deeply worrying.

Entitlements halt at the threshold

Progress toward bridging the gap between law
and lived reality requires gender-transformative
approaches. The status of women in agri-food
systems depends on addressing systemic
inequalities.

Secure land rights, access to inputs,
labour-saving technologies, credit, resources,
extension services and decision-making empower
women to influence agricultural
practices, enhance diets and food
security, and strengthen their agency.
Improving women'’s agricultural
entitlements promotes equity, health,
and nutrition.

Prof. M.S. Swaminathan emphasised
women’s control over conservation,
cultivation, consumption, and
commercialisation in agri-food chains.
However, programme designs often
remain piecemeal: food transfers through Public
Distribution Systems are cereal-centric, with
uneven integration of pulses, millets, and
nutrient-dense foods. Frontline workers,
overburdened, impact programme quality and
community literacy. Digitalisation offers benefits
but can exclude those with poor connectivity,
documentation or digital skills. The resultis a
limited right to food. Many women, especially
women farmers, cannot fully claim, control, or
benefit from them.

From the vantage points of the M.S.
Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) and
the World Food Programme (WFP) in India, four
priorities merit urgent attention if the 2026
theme is to have substantive content.

First, the visibility of women farmers in law,
data, and policy. This can be achieved only if
granular, gender-disaggregated data are collected
and made available. All agricultural policies and
schemes must draw on the definition of a farmer
set out in the National Policy for Farmers, which
delinks a farmer’s identity from land ownership
and emphasises the activities they perform. This
acknowledges the contributions of women
landowners, landless cultivators, tenants,
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Women Farmers, Rights and Nutrition Challenges
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agricultural labourers, sharecroppers, tribal and
forest gatherers, and those involved in related
agricultural work. Second, women’s rights to land
and to productive resources such as water and
credit must be strengthened. This requires
accelerating the implementation of equal
inheritance provisions, promoting joint spousal
titles, providing incentives to register land and
housing in women’s names, ensuring
gender-sensitive revenue registration processes,
and strengthening their role in the management
of common lands and water resources.
Embedding land and asset questions within
women'’s collectives — can enhance collective
bargaining power.

Keeping nutritional objectives in focus
Third, it is essential to ensure that food systems
and safety nets are closely aligned with
nutritional objectives. Public procurement
policies and agricultural support measures
should promote the cultivation of nutri-cereals,
pulses, fruits, and vegetables by small-scale and
women farmers, and effectively distribute these
products through public distribution channels,
Anganwadis, and school meal programmes.
‘Community-driven approaches such as
kitchen gardens, women’s seed banks,
and localised food planning, can
significantly enhance women’s roles in
transforming dietary patterns and
production practices.

Fourth, women farmers must have
access to technologies and extension

INTERNATIONAL  services to strengthen their agency and
WOMEN’S DAY decision-making. Labour-saving taols

ease drudgery, reduce time poverty,
and protect women’s health. Equitable access to
extension services ensures that women receive
timely information, training and market insights
tailored to their needs. When equipped with
knowledge and appropriate technologies, women
can make informed choices about crop selection,
sustainable farming practices, and resource
management, enhancing productivity, resilience,
and household nutrition outcomes.

The MSSRF’s experience shows that when
women gain knowledge, rights and institutional
backing, they become the drivers of
climate-resilient, biodiversity-rich and
nutrition-sensitive agriculture. The WFP’s work in
India and globally demonstrates that placing
women at the centre of food security and social
protection programmes improves outcomes not
only for them but also for entire communities.

On this International Women’s Day, the call for
“Rights. Justice. Action. For All women and girls”
should go beyond mere symbolism. Recognising
women as farmers, ensuring their rights to land
and productive resources, and allowing them to
claim their right to food and nutrition are crucial
steps toward creating a more equitable, resilient,
and nourished India.

e On March 8, 2026, women and girls around the world will demand equal rights, and equal
justice to enforce, exercise, and enjoy them, to mark International Women’s Day.

8 W 2026 B AT 1R 1 AFEETY SR TSfHal TuH SRIPIR IR 32 T, T

TUT ST 3 o & 7T THTA T BT {IT BN, dlfp

SiaTgTa afgen fgaa wHmn o w5 |

¢ The theme aligns closely with 2026 also being observed as the International Year of the

Woman Farmer.
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Legal reforms, including equal inheritance rights for daughters, have not translated into
matching gains on the ground.

guR, o Afeat & fore Tum SwifteR siftrer wnfie €, il TR R e ary
# ikafid gl 51 U & |
In most rural households, land and property remain registered in men’s names.
SR Teor TRaRY 3 aftr 3R HuRy onft o g & =rE W & oot el |
Social norms, patrilineal inheritance practices, limited legal awareness and
administrative hurdles keep women’s names off land records.
oI AT-AaTe, fFqeTare SARIfUeR U, Wfd S STRRewar 3R u=mafas
mmq&rﬁw@ﬁw%maﬁ%ﬂmaﬁf@ﬁ@rﬁﬁ%
The woman who manages daily farm operations and negotiates with input dealers and
labourers often does so without the legal standing that a land title would confer.
S wfgen ¢fFe FY BT 1 JaeH Rl § 3R gAY SHavi aul [ ¥ SIcdd ol 8, 98
SRR Y w@rfireg 9 e arell S 9=aar & o1 81 98 99 et
Without titles or formal recognition as farmers, women face systemic barriers to accessing
institutional credit, crop insurance, irrigation schemes, agricultural extension services,
climate-resilient technologies and many flagship programmes that hinge on
documentation.

Hf¥ TaTfirea o1 fpama & =0 # situaniyes |r=aar & o1 Afgand HRURTd BT, Bae o,
Rrars aiemg, $fY foRar Qa18, STaarg-3ed ah-i® 3R $s TE IRPR! Gier1sil a6
ugaﬁwwmmaﬁao‘rwm—cﬁ% a@ﬁ?amﬁvﬁwﬁﬁ?aﬂ—cﬁ%l

When eligibility is linked to assets they do not own, exclusion is built into the design.
mmﬁ@rmﬁﬁﬁq@aﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁmnﬁmqﬁm d1 afgswor W gorret
P G H WA 8 S 2

Given that women’s access to and control over cultivable land remains abysmally low
due to a combination of social, legal and cultural factors, their labour and contributions
remain invisible and undervalued.

i uigarsit & ugda sk W<t avg yfty wR fFra=or arfore, S 3R Aivgpfae sron
gwm , SR IHT Y1 3R TSI SRR TG 3R HH BT g3 I

I

This disparity between the substantial contributions by women to agri-food systems and
their lack of formal recognition as “farmers” underscores a structural disconnect at the
core of their systemic exclusion.

F-TTe yurelt ® Afganst & a3 ahre 3R 3% “frar & T H v urar 9
?ﬁ%ﬁam%&ﬁﬁmﬁm&%@m%q@ﬁmmmﬁm
|

Feminisation of agriculture without security

TRe&m & 71 Hfy o1 Wiwwor

As migration by men accelerates, agriculture is increasingly being “feminised”: women
take on greater responsibility for cultivation, risk management and household food
provisioning.

S-SR T T WaTH ol BT €, PN BT “TABRUT” Sdl S 6T 8: Higard Wal, sifead
FEEH 3R URaR & WIS &) saawdT &t 31fs et So it B

While, in theory, the expanded role of women in agriculture could improve women’s
nutritional outcomes, in practice, heavy agricultural workloads, poor access to drudgery-
reduction technologies, and the absence of a supportive care ecosystem place immense
pressure on them to balance both productive and reproductive responsibilities.

Agifded U Y Y # afearsi # dodt Yo 373 9o IO} &) SgaR R Tl §,
Afp FaeR H U} $ FRIUR, TRYT 9 H= aTelt aop-itdl B HHt iR Tgrs
T@UTE YOIl Y SUfRATY 32 IcuTg® 3R yor=+1 wadh el & s Ige 9 &
forg 1Y gara  S1a &t B

Studies show that resource-poor women who experience huge work burdens, especially
during peak agricultural seasons, experience severe health issues and micronutrient
deficiency.
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India still carries an unacceptably high burden of malnutrition among women and girls.
yRa H st off wfigemsit ok wrsforal & o puiwor &1 srcafires St s gan gl
Persistently high anaemia rates among women of reproductive age, combined with
widespread micronutrient deficiencies, amount to a silent emergency.
uwmaﬁw%m&ﬁﬁwmﬁﬁlﬁma 3R IS G&H TIud dedl Pt HHI Hasm
Teh Yeb SATUTATRAUT BT &Y A gl S|

These nutritional deficits in women have intergenerational consequences.

Afgarst & dieg 3 vy Jeeht e it didhra yura s €1

Maternal undernutrition and anaemia contribute to low birth weight, stunting and
impaired development in children.

gggﬂw 3R THfPrar o8 5= aoiH, 91U (L) ok = & FHYR faer & are
|

Diets in many rural households remain cereal-heavy and low in pulses, fruits, vegetables
and animal-source foods.

% ITHIOT ORRaRT & 3MeR onft oft SAT-yem § oiR grell, wall, afesral auT ux-snutiea
QTR UGTdf &1 A1 &1 5 5

The paradox is stark: women who help feed the nation are unable to secure a diverse,
nutritious diet for themselves and their children.

Ig faRtuTyT Wy 3 S AfFard =0 &1 WIS IUds S | e Hdl 8, d W SR ou
ol & forg fafyy ok MY smer Y el HR urd 81

Over the last decade, India has put in place an ambitious right-to-food framework,
anchored in the National Food Security Act.
ﬁ@ﬁmﬁwﬁﬂ@umm&nsﬁﬁm (NFSA) W 3R e Hearbian @rel
PR eTar wifid far g

The law guarantees sub5|dlsed cereals, supplementary nutrition for pregnant and
lactating women and young children, and maternity entitlements.

g DI Afeqs! arel 3T, Miad 3R TUT B AT Bferai aur B i $ ki
wlﬁw 3R ATGed ATH Pt MR T B
Several States have added local foods, millets and fortified staples to their diets.
< Tt 3 307 AER A R @ verd, Rrded @12 3T) IR BifEwe @ uard
e BT )
Yet, improvements in women’s nutrition have been uneven, and anaemia trends are
deeply worrying.

o) ot wfgeman & wiwor & YUR SrHTE |1 € SR THIRRT & S5 3fdd Ridems § |

Entitlements halt at the threshold

PRI &t W1 IR FH1ac

Progress toward bridging the gap between law and lived reality requires gender-
transformative approaches.

BT IR IS Sitad & &9 B g3l B Uleq & forg AR uRkadaer) epso ot
TS 5 |

The status of women in agri-food systems depends on addressing systemic inequalities.
F-arer yonferat & nfgensi &t fRufa w@ee-ers sRmamarst & @R ax- R ARk w2
Secure land rights, access to inputs, labour-saving technologies, credit, resources,
extension services and decision-making empower women to influence agricultural
practices, enhance diets and food security, and strengthen their agency.

Rigra yftr ftrpR, 39Ye, yH-g9d aPp-te, BT, T, HIY faar Jang sk fAofg a9
aﬁmﬁrwﬁ%@&ﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁuuﬁaaﬂﬁ IATETR 3N W Y& BT dgR T 3R
31! TRIET YfAPT B Holgd B H e §1d 3|

Improving women’s agricultural entitlements promotes equity, health, and nutrition.

wfgansit & HiY Jadht RERY ¥ QYR TUET, TRy 3R GIY0T & 9aTaT a1 ]
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Prof. M.S. Swaminathan emphasised women’s control over conservation, cultivation,
consumption, and commercialisation in agri-food chains.

W TH.UY. WY 3 ST y@ar & TRET, Wedl, STHNT 3R ATaaqrfiedor 1)
wfgemsi & frd=ror R 9 faar

However, programme designs often remain piecemeal: food transfers through Public
Distribution Systems (PDS) are cereal-centric, with uneven integration of pulses, millets,
and nutrient-dense foods.

gTaifor PTISHHL Pt WA SRR WhSd I8l 5 ATASAS faaor gomeht (PDS) & Head
T fAaR0T 3FTST-Higd e 7, o ore, firdlew oiR Wiue dedl & YRR Wre uardf o1
SITHT HIAR BT & |

Frontline workers, overburdened, impact programme quality and community literacy.

TS HRIUR W Gd Wrearsd RIwdl RIHH Pt YU 3R ATHGIIS TRREDHT B
THII R B

Digitalisation offers benefits but can exclude those with poor connectivity, documentation
or digital skills.

fERTeeaRur a4 USH &RdT 8, A ®H pAfactac], S&rdvl &1 w4l a1 fefored oixra
P HH I T DI TR PR Jbal o

The result is a limited right to food.

IR @RI SRS R WA 8 S gl

Manywomen especially women farmers, cannot fully claim, control, or benefit from them.

%ﬁﬂﬁm RReRR Hfee e, 2 SRIeRI ST Gl aRe aTaT, Frd=ror a ary e So1 arh

From the vantage points of the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) and the
World Food Programme (WFP) in India, four priorities merit urgent attention if the 2026
theme is to have substantive content.

YRd ¥ T0. T, WAy RO BE83%E (MSSRF) iR 968 |s WRIT (WFP) & £ @0 3
e 2026 & NH B! A ST § A IR WTARIBars W qRd & S BT agdHdr g |

First, the visibility of women farmers in law, data, and policy.

g, B, SeT IR i & aiten frari o8t exaar gRfg Tl

This can be achieved only if granular, gender-disaggregated data are collected and made
available.

Tg @t 44 § TT9 G&H SR A = A faunfora Ser vad fary It 3R Iuds -8 S|
All agricultural policies and schemes must draw on the definition of a farmer set out in
the National Policy for Farmers, which delinks a farmer’s identity from land ownership
and emphasises the activities they perform.

it Y Fifear ok ae=me g feam Hifa & < 7€ feama ot ufvuman w s
mﬁ@g@%&maﬁwaﬁq&rwﬁaﬁmmﬁ%@vﬁm%@wﬂww
|

This acknowledges the contributions of women landowners, landless cultivators, tenants,
agricultural labourers, sharecroppers, tribal and forest gatherers, and those involved in
related agricultural work.

I8 Afgar YHrure!, YfAdE guel, frkieR], $iY ueigR], SekeR!, Y ok a1
TygHarsll 9UT 3T PV BT A @ AN &b TTEH B WIHR BT ¢ |

Second, women'’s rights to land and to productive resources such as water and credit
must be strengthened.

ORI, Yf¥ TUT T SR BT O ST |l R ufgansit & ufeR & feed o S
By

This requires accelerating the implementation of equal inheritance provisions, promoting
joint spousal titles, providing incentives to register land and housing in women’s names,
ensuring gender-sensitive revenue registration processes, and strengthening their role in
the management of common lands and water resources.

Y& [OTT A ITRIFIBR WG & SR B dof HIAT, Tgad Ufd-Uelt WIH,
afgensi & A1 W Y MR ARy Usierur & WeTe, ARre-wag-=ita g Usieor
maﬁgwmmm@amwwﬁ%wwﬁm@mﬁwm
3aRTD B |
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Embedding land and asset questions within women’s collectives can enhance collective
bargaining power.

m@%%@ﬁm%gﬁﬁmﬁamﬁﬁmmmﬁa@
|

Keeping nutritional objectives in focus

vy Heeht Ie=al uR T Hga g

Third, it is essential to ensure that food systems and safety nets are closely aligned with
nutritional objectives.

FraRT, a8 GRYT ST 3raxaes § o @rer wonferat Sik Arfore R o iy weh
el & Ty 9FY FU Y IS T

Public procurement policies and agricultural support measures should promote the
cultivation of nutri-cereals, pulses, fruits, and vegetables by small-scale and women
farmers, and effectively distribute these products through public distribution channels,
Anganwadis, and school meal programmes.

AMTATS! TUT Tp e HIST BRIHHI & ATeqd I YUE U F faaid o
Community-driven approaches such as kitchen gardens, women’s seed banks, and
localised food planning, can significantly enhance women’s roles in transforming dietary
patterns and production practices.

3R FeTe Ugfaal 8 uRad am & afgarsil @ Yfirer & agaqr U I 91 I 2|
Fourth, women farmers must have access to technologies and extension services to
strengthen their agency and decision-making.

dryr, wfer faml &) aete iR $i fwrR Aarsit oo uga e wnflte afe !
Trad YT SR fofa a9 &Y errar Hoigg 81 9% |

Labour-saving tools ease drudgery, reduce time poverty, and protect women’s health.
YH-FId JUBVT HIS URYH Bl HH Xl &, THI Bt HH I gl § AR Afgarsii &
TR B & I &

Equitable access to extension services ensures that women receive timely information,
training and market insights tailored to their needs.

PN fawar Jarsit oo JHE ugd g8 YR w8 i afgansi & 3@t srawawmdrsi &
TR THY UR STHBRT, UfR1eor 3R IR datht seerd |

When equipped with knowledge and appropriate technologies, women can make informed
choices about crop selection, sustainable farming practices, and resource
management, enhancing productivity, resilience, and household nutrition outcomes.

T [ 3R ITYI db-Ih U gl €, Al ATSATE Bad a9+, Jad $iY Uil 3R
HHTYF YU & SR § wd i o Il 8, o Saurgear, e ¢k uRaR & diwor
9o SER B 5 |

The MSSRF’s experience shows that when women gain knowledge, rights and
institutional backing, they become the drivers of climate-resilient, biodiversity-rich and
nutrition-sensitive agriculture.

MSSRF & 3JHd J Udl Iadl § o ofd ufgarsit & 9, Sifrer ok wumrd qud= fiyean
%aﬁmﬂiﬂ?ﬁ,ﬁaﬁﬁwﬁmsﬁ?ﬁw-ﬁamﬂaqﬁﬁmwaﬂwﬁ
|

The WFP’s work in India and globally demonstrates that placing women at the centre of
food security and social protection programmes improves outcomes not only for them but
also for entire communities.

YIRA 3R fay TR R WFP & &1d I35 fGETd & [ W GR&m 3R arTfore TReror srisat

gwﬁmﬁﬁmﬁaqmmmm@w$mmmmm
|

On this International Women’s Day, the call for “Rights. Justice. Action. For All women

and girls” should go beyond mere symbolism.
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Bl GHFT@'CI 'H'I%?IT%T\‘TFR “Rights. Justice. Action. For All women and girls” &1 3HglH
Had AIPTHSBAT db YITHd o] 8- Y|

Recognising women as farmers, ensuring their rights to land and productive resources,
and allowing them to claim their right to food and nutrition are crucial steps toward creating
a more equitable, resilient, and nourished India.

wfenait & fraT & U § Trar 3, B%uﬁraﬁ?mwﬁwsmgﬁf%’a
FAT AR I8 QR SR NI & TUBR FT a1 B DI SFART &A1 Th 31fAS T, Thia
3R YT yRa & Fafor &) fezn & Aeagl Fen €|

GS Paper II: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED |07 March 2026

O7Mar

How a tale of two Parivars has unfolded in Bihar

fagR # & uftarR) &t Fer A JHA IS

O7Mar.

fagrR

How a tale of two Parivars has unfolded in Bihar

# 3 uRaRT B Bl Hd A g

It is curtains down for the political career of Nitish Kumar, who was baptised into politics
through the Jayaprakash Narayan (JP) movement in the 1970s in Bihar — a movement that
was itself a fusion of two families of politics, the Sangh Parivar and the Janata Parivar.
R # 1970 & TU® | TAWHIRI ARV (JP HTGIa) & ATHH J IS H YA HA ardl
Tzt pUR & Iorifas HRIR BT 3id 8 71 § — I8 SfiaiaH WY & AeHifde TRaR!, |
gfar sﬁwmmuﬁaﬁ &1 TH T o

The JP movement marked the consolidation of Other Backward Classes (OBC) politics in
the State, against the Congress dominance that entrenched upper-caste social hegemony.

3P Sfieie 3 3T B 3 Rwer et (0BC) T B Tolgd foar, 39 S Y & Rards
RIS I oMY ) FTTores W &t =i

OBC politics in Bihar has gone through numerous churns over the last century.

¥R o oBC IoHIfA 7 fisd e § #3 IdR-dgd 34 ¢ |

Three communities — the Yadavs, Kurmi, and Koeri — helmed the challenge to upper-caste
hegemony in the State.

I Tger — gred, HHT, 3R Bt — 3 o0 § I S B YY@dl DI g &l

Mr. Kumar is a Kurmi.

ot FUR T PHI B |

After playing second fiddle to Lalu Prasad Yadav within the Janata Parivar for many years,
Mr. Kumar broke away to found the Samata Party in 1994, which later transitioned into the
Janata Dal (United) or JD(U).

H3 U1 I SI-dT URaR T AT U91E 916d & e g & 971G, ot = 1994 T T Tt
DI R H1, S 91¢ T S-d1 g (FAT3¢S) T ID(U) H uRafid 8l T |

After being in the saddle for 20 years as Chief Minister, he is now set to enter the Rajya
Sabha.

20 U9 dF RIHA & T H H1fas 767 & 915, I8 3 IsqqYT & &1 a1dt & |

His exit from the central stage marks the conclusion of a social and political process shaped
through the interaction between the Sangh Parivar and the Janata Parivar over the last half-
century.

PR T I 3P TR 3 U JHTh 3R Ioi-ifad Ufhar 1 gara- fpar, oY fUwa smeh 9t
T WTh IRaR 3R 4T AR & S S1ddid & A1H 3 3THR form |
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e With this, the extinction of the Janata Parivar appears closer; it is a triumph of the Sangh
Parivar.

TP 91, ST URER & e 819 &1 GHIGT 51 7S ; U8 iTh URaR B ofid g

Ideological split
faure=

e Palitics in the Hindi heartland has often been framed as Mandal versus Kamandal — OBC
assertion and autonomy opposed to the Hindutva’s push for unity and order among alll
Hindu castes.
& vt Bt I BT SRR Hed I9TH HHSH & U H UK a1 T § — OBC BT 3MTed-
T 3R wadarar 91w fgg Sfodl & figa @) uwran 3R saawa 31 ugal

e That has not been an entirely linear or binary antagonism.
Ig Ot oRE ¥ X9 a7 fganum fakly gt w1 5|

e Mr. Kumar's own version of Mandal politics has been in alliance with Kamandal for most of
his career.

ﬁ@m%ﬁuﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂm%mﬁﬁmﬁ
|

e Under Narendra Modi, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) absorbed that dynamic of rivalry,
contestation and accommodation among castes and converted it into an intra-Parivar affair
— the Sangh Parivar’s own affair, rather than inter-party rivalries and alliances.
g A& & d8d, YRR Si=1dT UTdT (BJP) = SiTfad & o9 ufagfgdr, faarg 3k Twm@ie !
I =TT B AT fHaT 3R 39 T 3id: URaR ARyen & ged fgar — 98 |ih ufar
T ST ARTET T, 7 % urdf & offw ufagfear ok masem|

e Caste assertions and rivalries have not ceased; they now play out W|th|n the Parivar.
SR & 2 SR Wi Rt TG 781 §U 2, 319 3 URaR 3 iR Qe 2

e The recent controversy around the UGC guidelines is a case in point.
g gl & ucc ferm-fFd=n & Smury fadre S9&T IeRRU B |

e The Janata Parivar, that sprawling ecosystem of caste groups organised as competing and
collaborating part|es is being retired.
wIrar gRamR, < wiifa el &1 fawga nifRufaw! &= 8, S ufowef ok wgarh wféal & =u
o Tfd €, ofd Yaga fbar BT 6|

e The Koeri redoubt in Bihar — Upendra Kushwaha’s Rashtriya Lok Morcha — is also
under pressure to dissolve itself into the BJP.

?ﬂﬁﬁw—mwmwww—ﬁsapﬁﬁmmﬁ%mmﬁ
|

e The JP movement and the Janata experiment had aggregated all aggrieved social groups
against the upper-caste, Dalit and Muslim coalition that sustained the Congress.

JpP Wﬁ?mmﬁaﬁmwmﬂﬂ@ﬁwﬁm S 3= S, aferd ok
gieay e & R 3, S S & 9911 34971

e The Ram Janmabhoomi movement advanced Hindu consolidation, and the Bhagalpur
riots of 1989 — which killed nearly 1,000 people, overwhelmingly Muslim — deepened
communal polarlsanon in the State.
I STHYRY Sige - fg Taar &1 Iarar faar, iR 1989 & URTAYR i1 — forad amy
1,000 @RT AR 7T, STEIR GRTH — = 350 H WiVEIe Ydidmur &I Tex1 fbal

e Yetitwas Lalu Prasad who outmanoeuvred the Sangh Parivar by stitching together the

Hindu subalterns with Muslims into an unbeatable social base for the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD).

o5 o, 75 ae wraTg 2 g wvih ufvaR &1 A §, g e snforlt oix gaewmsi &1
SIS PRI SI=1dT G (RID) & feTT o1 AT SMYR S|

e The demolition of the Babri Masjid completed the decimation of the Congress, pushing its
upper-caste supporters towards the BJP, and Muslims and Dalits towards the RID.

TR} AfeTg & Ay 7 HE & Ud4 &1 T a1, 396 3= orfd Iad®l & BIP & 3R
3R gHEHTHI 3R gferdl &1 RID &1 3R Yo faa|
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Surging Sangh Parivar
JHAT Hih

The Mandal-Kamandal dynamic has played out through multiple cycles of fragmentation
and consolidation of social groups and parties, with the Sangh Parivar emerging more
powerful at each stage.

Hed-pHed Tfa=itadr 3 Triors THg! 3R Uiéal & faes 3R Udiarul & &S a] &
A1 W W, o Ude wRUTH WiTh IRaR 3ifeie grfadgimet s

Lalu Yadav’s OBC base unravelled, leaving him with only Yadavs and Muslims by 2005,
even as Mr. Kumar raided his camps for non-Yadav OBCs and Dalits.

ATE YT BT OBC YR 2005 T &8 TN, 3¢ had dlgdl IR HEHT & 1Y BIS 3,
Safds ot FHR A I FRAFRT T AR-a16a OBCs 3R gferal & 1 fowar |

In 2005, the RJID was definitively toppled, and Mr. Kumar came to helm the BJP-JDU ruling
coalition as Chief Minister.

2005 ¥, RID &1 FHuigs ¥4 ¥ 1 fear T, ok ot $UR g@riEt & ©u & BJP-JDU
TAREE TSEY B SHeTefd B |

Mr. Kumar initially resisted the emergence of Narendra Modi as the national leader of the
BJP, but soon yielded before the surging ally.

&l AR - IR H BIP & AP Ad1 & U H % HIGH & I 1 faviy fob, @ifehT oiea g1
SHRA TEART & WA I T

Mr. Modi entered Bihar in 2014 as an OBC leader, occupying the very ground the Janata
Parivar had claimed as its own, leaving no doubt that its ally would eventually be
cannibalised.

St 71t 2014 H OBC AdT & ¥ H f9gR H 1T, 98 SHI- 30 Fool | ol off STl gRaR

3 for gt ot o, Forae Bl Tds o X8 T fs 39! Hgaih 3idd: T fordm S|

That process is now complete — or at least the BJP believes so.

g Ufthar 3fd T2 81 718 § — U1 HH V HH BIP TH A B

A leader from the OBC community will, in all likelihood, be the next Chief Minister.

GUTGT § T oTal Gt OBC WYSR & AT g1l

An upper-caste BJP leader said, only half in jest, that BJP stood for ‘Backward Janata

Party.’

qq%?,;rﬂﬁsap AT A, TS B Had YT HEHR, Hgl [ BIP BT AAAd ‘SHaS oi-idl
I

Upper-caste supporters of the BJP have limited options, and the party is willing to bend to the
strength of numbers that OBCs possess.

BJP & I ufifd wHet & Uy Hifid fawed 8, 3R urdf oBCs &t T 1 didhd & AR
IF B TR 5

Caste dynamics are now being managed as family disputes within the Hindutva universe.
STifd &1 iRierar o9 figea st & iR uriaTie faarel & w0 & wsfig &1 1@t 5l

It is no longer social justice versus Hindutva, no longer Mandal against Kamandal.

3[4 g WIS <1 g1 g 718l §, 7 81 A d a9 Siisd |

Itis social justice within Hindutva — Mandal absorbed into the Kamandal.

Tg 39 figea & ViR arfores A ¢ — Hed &I $Hsd A Tied far |

GS Paper I11: S&T,

TOPICS COVERED |07 March 2026

O7Mar

‘Scientists, diplomats must discuss evolution of quantum computing’

AP SR IR PI HicH ST & farg W =i H=t 71T
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‘Scientists, diplomats must discuss
evolution of quantum computing’

NEW DELHI

Quantum computingisina
nascent stage of develop-
ment and therefore thisisa
time that experts in the
field and scientists should
be engaging with diplo-
mats to be able to form go-

vernance frameworks,
partnerships, coalitions,
international  collabora-

tion, and be “concretely
ready” when the technolo-
gy matures, Marilyne An-
dersen, Director General,
Geneva Science and Diplo-
macy Anticipator (GESDA),
said in an interview.
Quantum  computing
refers to computers that
use an entirely different
non-binary  architecture
from conventional compu-
ters and thus can exponen-
tially accelerate calculation
but at the same time threa-
ten cybersecurity mea-
sures, that are premised on
binary ones and zeros ar-

chitecture. Ms. Andersen,
who was a participant at
the ongoing Raisina Dia-
logue here, met India’s
Principal Scientific Adviser
(PSA), Ajay Sood, on Friday
along with members of the
PSA office and around 60
representatives from
science, government, di-
plomacy, business and civil
society to “anticipate and
govern emerging scientific
and technological break-
throughs,” according to a
press statement from the
Swiss Embassy.

“As technology matures
and disruption occurs, a
governance gap becomes
visible... this conventional
reactive cycle served us
adequately in eras when
the pace of change was
measured in decades. Ho-
wever, it is no longer adeg-
uate... The governance
choices we make in the
next decade will determine
the effectiveness with
which technologies such as

Marilyne Andersen

quantum computing, artif-
icial general intelligence
will serve humanity,” Mr.
Sood said in a statement.

Deeper insight

Ms. Andersen, who was
formerly a Professor at the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Boston and
the Swiss Federal Technol-
ogy Institute of Lausanne
(EPFL), said scientists we-
ren’t always able to fore-
cast the course of technol-
ogy as they, like other
humans, thought “linearly
rather than

exponentially”.

However because scien-
tific funding cycles usually
worked in five- or 10-year
cycles, they did have a
deeper insight into the
stage of development of
certain fields. Around
2021, the scientific com-
munity was largely confi-
dent of the emergence of
something like GPT3 — the
Generative  Pre-Trained
Transformer-3 (by OpenAl
with its 175
billion-parameters).

“What they didn’t anti-
cipate was that someone
would put it out in the
open — the ‘chat’ aspect of
it. Many didn’t want to do
that because they knew
that once it is out in the
general population it is a
whole new game. So while
scientists can’t precisely
forecast, being experts and
participants at conferences
at the cutting edge of their
science, they have a special
voice,” she explained.

O7Mar. ‘Scientists, diplomats must discuss evolution of quantum computing’

AP 3R ISP B HicH FHET & faer™g W) T=t B aifgw

e Quantum computing is in a nascent stage of development and therefore this is a time that
experts in the field and scientists should be engaging with diplomats to be able to form
governance frameworks, partnerships, coalitions, international collaboration, and be
“concretely ready” when the technology matures, Marilyne Andersen, Director General,
Geneva Science and Diplomacy Anticipator (GESDA), said in an interview.

HIcH

faepTg & URMS RO A § 3R ST U5 98 THA § o1d & & [a=Ivs 3R
RIS ASRID! B T HaTG PR A G/, Aeiaral, TEeH, Saga

JeaiT 11 & g

3R 9§ T§ qH-Idh URUS 81 oY ot “TeIHh =0 I TIR” 81 & fow et a1y, rar agw ts
fewiaadt ufeRuer (GESDA) #t Fewie svRd, AR TeaH 3 Ue WemeR d Fell

¢ Quantum computing refers to computers that use an entirely different non-binary architecture
from conventional computers and thus can exponentially accelerate calculation but at the
same time threaten cybersecurity measures that are premised on binary ones and zeros

[ o) Gafiid Bt § off TRuRS SHageR) ¥ g ave fire IR-arg™t
T BT YA IR & 3R T YHR U] B 0TS Y F A R Jhd &, Afce 1Y &l
TR Y 3R U AT TR 3eTRT AFaR FRET IR ! Wk | ST Thdl g 1

architecture.

HicH ST 39 4
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Ms. Andersen, who was a participant at the ongoing Raisina Dialogue here, met India’s
Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA), Ajay Sood, on Friday along with members of the PSA office
and around 60 representatives from science, government, diplomacy, business and civil
society to “anticipate and govern emerging scientific and technological breakthroughs,”
according to a press statement from the Swiss Embassy.

ot TexTA, St T8t Td Xg AT Srant # gfaurh off, J YraR B URd & U e
TARHR (PSA) 3510 Y& I aTHId BI, PSA BT & Gl 3R fafH, WHR, Feifd,
T 3R AR T 3 T 60 WRARRY % T, A SR SR AR dep-fiast
Iudier & Hiasamolt 3R R fbar ST 9%, 98 STHeR! ey g™ & 09 99 < T8

“As technology matures and disruption occurs, a governance gap becomes visible... this
conventional reactive cycle served us adequately in eras when the pace of change was
measured in decades. However, it is no longer adequate... The governance choices we make
in the next decade will determine the effectiveness with which technologies such as guantum
computing, artificial general intelligence will serve humanity,” Mr. Sood said in a statement.

S-S Tebitep URUS Bidt & SR UM STl 8, G BT 3ick [GWE &1 ©.... Tg URURD
uﬁm@awmqﬂﬁmmmqﬂﬁqaﬁﬂﬁmﬁmﬁmzﬁlm 3§ g
T Y 3. 3T g=Ieh H gH S AR fadwed A, 3 g Ruffea &3t i sien s,

aﬂ%ﬁ?mms%ﬁavé@aaﬁﬂ%wﬁwwaﬁﬁ"&ﬁa@ﬁwwﬁml

Deeper insight

e

Ms. Andersen, who was formerly a Professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Boston and the Swiss Federal Technology Institute of Lausanne (EPFL), said scientists
weren’t always able to forecast the course of technology as they, like other humans, thought
“linearly rather than exponentially”.

i) TS3TH, Sl Ugd IRed & : 3Tt Tearsn 3R dele & RO e

dqre sReere (EPFL) B TP O, 3 @al i UM dh-d & AN B HiTsarof Tt

TR GHd NP I, 3T T B ave, YW 7 I Jrad § 7 & Tonets =u 1

However, because scientific funding cycles usually worked in five- or 10-year cycles, they did
have a deeper insight into the stage of development of certain fields.
gTelifes, e des e Th STHIR WR Ui 1 < WA & b | BT B 8, 379 U $S
&3t & fawTd & TR DI TE< IHS BIehl B
Around 2021, the scientific community was largely confident of the emergence of something
like GPT-3 — the Generative Pre-Trained Transformer-3 (by OpenAl with its 175 billion-
parameters).

T 2021 & I, AFS T Bl GPT-3 SRt fhht it & Ieu R H1w fayrg ur —
Generative Pre-Trained Transformer-3 (OpenAl gRRT W 175 3RS WRHeH & ) |
‘What they didn’t anticipate was that someone would put it out in the open — the ‘chat’ aspect
of it. Many didn’t want to do that because they knew that once it is out in the general
population it is a whole new game. So while scientists can’t precisely forecast, being experts
and participants at conferences at the cutting edge of their science, they have a special
voice,” she explained.

N IR e et T 98 7 U1 b BIE 38 UdaE IR 3T — ITHT T TS HE AN
U1 g1 31 I8 d A Hifds 36 Ul 4T fdb Teb IR Ig 3119 Sa1 H 3 WR I8 GRI aRg 491 Wl
| 3l Safeh oA cid Hiqwraroh et o= udhd, 31U faxe &1 oifim diwmsit R wwie!
¥ fa=ivst ofR gfaurht 819 & A1d, I U ORIy WR gidT 8, 3611 qHem|

GS Paper III:
TOPICS COVERED \07 March 2026
07Mar | 204 of 238 Indian cities did not meet air quallty standards: CREA

238 YIRAI G-I | o 204 A IR VTG HIFD1 b1 GRT 181 foram: CREA
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204 of 238 Indian cities did not
meet air quality standards: CREA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

During the last winter, 204
out of 238 Indian cities re-
corded average PM2.5 (a
chief pollutant) levels
above the Indian standard
of 40 g/m?, as per the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) data ana-
lysed by the Centre for Re-
search on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA).
Ghaziabad was the most
polluted city, recording an
average PM2.5 concentra-
tion of 172 g/m?, followed
by Noida (166 g/m?), and
Delhi (163 g/m*), as per
CREA, a Finland-based in-
dependent research group.
As per the analysis,
Greater Noida was the
fourth most polluted, fol-
lowed by Bahadurgarh,

Dharuhera,  Gurugram,
Bhiwadi, Charkhi Dadri,
and Baghpat. Uttar Pra-
desh and Haryana account-
ed for four cities each in
the top ten most polluted
cities, along with Delhi and
one city from Rajasthan.

PM2.5 (particulate mat-
ter 2.5) are fine inhalable
particles that can get into
the lungs and bloodstream
and lead to various respira-
tory and other diseases.

The analysis was based
on Continuous Ambient
Air Quality Monitoring Sta-
tions (CAAQMS) data from
the CPCB between October
1, 2025 and February 28,
2026.

Also, none of the cities
analysed met the World
Health Organization’s
(WHO) PM2.5 standard of 5
g/m?, as per the analysis.

“Among India’s megaci-
ties, Delhi (163 g/m?), Kol-
kata (78 g/m?), Mumbai (48
g/m?), and Chennai (44 g/
m?) recorded winter 2025-
26 average PM2.5 concen-
trations above the national
standard. Bengaluru re-
corded an average PM2.5
concentration of 39 g/m?,
slightly below the NAAQS
limit,” CREA said in a state-
ment.

Cleanest city
Chamarajanagar in Karna-
taka was the cleanest city
in India during the last
winter, with an average
PM2.5 concentration of 19
g/m?. The ten cleanest ci-
ties included eight cities
from Karnataka and one
each from Madhya Pradesh
and Meghalaya, as per the
analysis.

238 YR Fel & | 204 7 I Ura1 ATHS] B R 1) foam: CREA

During the last winter, 204 out of 238 Indian cities recorded average PM2.5 (a chief pollutant)
levels above the Indian standard of 40 pg/ms3, as per the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) data analysed by the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA).

e afdal #, 238 YR e H ¥ 204 7 3¥d PM2.5 (T TIE UgHd) Wi &l (U off
YRR T 40 pg/me ¥ HWR U, T8 ST Hukd UgHUT F=01 918 (CPCB) &1 T, o/ Hew
IR e 8ifF Teif TS il TaR (CREA) A fazaftd fasa

Ghaziabad was the most polluted city, recording an average PM2.5 concentration of 172
pg/m3, followed by Noida (166 pug/ms3), and Delhi (163 ug/ms3), as per CREA, a Finland-based
independent research group.

TfoTaTaTe Tad Ugd WER o, o Sfid PM2.5 TgdT 172 pg/m? T &1 TS, 39 §1G
ATST (166 pg/m?) 3R fETM (163 pug/m?) ¥, CREA, S T ftricis fRUT W= S8 T4E ¢,
& IR

As per the analysis, Greater Noida was the fourth most polluted, followed by Bahadurgarh,
Dharuhera, Gurugram, Bhiwadi, Charkhi Dadri, and Baghpat.

FIRATU & AR, e ATTST e o g oo, 3P §G qBIGG, YS!, TSd,
fiargt, Tt gredt, ofR ar Ty 91

Uttar Pradesh and Haryana accounted for four cities each in the top ten most polluted cities,
along with Delhi and one city from Rajasthan.

i O o Ugid ekl H IUR WeRT SR g & aR-gR e WA 3, Wiy g faewdt sk
ISTRIT T T e
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PM2.5 (particulate matter 2.5) are fine inhalable particles that can get into the lungs and
bloodstream and lead to various respiratory and other diseases.

PM2.5 AeR 2.5) Y& 4T IFG HUT ¢ off BpS! 3R I Uarg H off Iabd g 3R
fafls 4RI 3R 3= ST &1 HRUT 89 Thd ¢ |

The analysis was based on Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations
(CAAQMS) data from the CPCB between October 1, 2025 and February 28, 2026.

fI=aIwUr CPCB & HEI_I3RT Tfate TaR SIferd! Aif-efiT WM (CAAQMS) STT IR STeTRd
T, ST 1 AR, 2025 I 28 HRARI, 2026 & &1 &1 T

Also, none of the cities analysed met the World Health Organization’s (WHO) PM2.5
standard of 5 pg/ms3, as per the analysis.

D AT, fa=ewor & SR, fazalfid fbw T fassht off =1eR = fay WA e+ (WHO) &
PM2.5 HF® 5 pg/m3 I T T8 bl

“Among India’'s megacities, Delhi (163 pg/m3), Kolkata (78 pg/ms3), Mumbai (48 pg/ms3), and
Chennai (44 pg/m3) recorded winter 2025-26 average PM2.5 concentrations above the
national standard.

“URd & AR 7, feweh (163 pg/m?), PIABTET (78 pg/m?), IS (48 pg/m3), SR AT (44
ug/m3) 3 TEAT 2025-26 F 3 PM2.5 TigdT AP AHS I HWR &l B

Bengaluru recorded an average PM2.5 concentration of 39 ug/m3, slightly below the NAAQS
limit,” CREA said in a statement.

AT 3 3T PM2.5 sl 39 pg/me &S &I, ST NAAQS HHT I U1St $H 8,” CREA A Th
O | Hall

Cleanest city

YA G WY

Chamarajanagar in Karnataka was the cleanest city in India during the last winter, with an
average PM2.5 concentration of 19 pg/ms3.

fisel 9fedl & Hefe® &1 TARIGTR YR & 964 o [eR U, o 3igd PM2.5 Higdl
19 pg/m3 il

The ten cleanest cities included eight cities from Karnataka and one each from Madhya
Pradesh and Meghalaya, as per the analysis.

fIRTITor & SR, U ¥ WS e B Y 3116 WYX BHled & A 3R UH-Udh e U YT
IR TraTerd I M ATl
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